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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION
Description of community and high, school. The 
background for this survey is the Antelope High School and 
its community. The enrollment had dropped from an all- 
time high of about eighty students in 19^1-19^2 to thirty- 
two In 1952-1953* The decreased enrollment meant that less 
aid would be forthcoming from the state, and that the school 
board would reduce the number of teachers in the high school 
thereby limiting the program that could be offered the 
pupils.
Antelope is a small agriculture.1 community of 160 
people in competition with Plentyi;ood, the county seat, 
which is only eight miles away by highway. The school 
plant, constructed about thirty years ago, consists of one 
building, with rooms in the basement for the lower grade 
children. There are two rooms upstairs on the main floor 
and the study hall in which high school classes are held 
and a small, inadequate room adjoining the study hall to 
house the library. A gymnasium was built on to the school 
with the help of the W.P.A. during the depression years.
Statement of the problem. The purpose of this 
study was to attempt to discover how effective the graduates
—1—
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considered the high school in preparing them for life.
In the development of a high school curriculum, the 
views of graduates on the values of past offerings may be 
assumed to possess sufficient value to be taken into con­
sideration by school officials in curriculum revision. To 
that end this study has attempted to compile the following 
information; (1) the present location of the graduates of 
Antelope High School; (2) the occupations engaged in since 
leaving high school; (3) additional educa.tion and training 
acquired since high school; (4) the opinions of the grad­
uates as to the usefulness of their high school training 
in their present positions; and (5) the suggestions offered 
by the gradua.tes which they thought might improve the high 
school Guï’riculum.
Purpose of the study. The purpose of this study was 
to determine the occupâtional status of graduates of 
Antelope High School after leaving school and to get an 
appraisal from them as to the effectiveness of their educa­
tion as it applied to their present vocations. The sugges­
tions of the graduates might then be draim upon for any 
improvements that might be made in the program offered by 
the school.
Limitât ions of the study. This survey is limited 
to the graduates of Antelope High School for the years 1944 
to 1953» inclusive.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Llmited as this study is to one small high school, . 
it may not represent the situation as it exists in any 
other school, A return of 72 per cent of the questionnaires 
was received, but some of these returns were not answered 
completely. This may indicate either that the respondents 
misunderstood or that they did not consider it worth the 
effort to be thorough. Some sections of the questionnaire 
brought such inadequate responses that those particular 
sections may actually have little significance.
The number of cases sampled is not very extensive; 
this limits the value of such a work. If this study could 
have covered several thousand cases rather than a mere one 
hundred, its value would have been enhanced considerably.
The people \iiio returned the questionnaire may have 
been an atypical sampling and the possibility that these 
individuals may have been biased has to be considered. The 
responses to some of the items in the questionnaire depended 
on subjective Judgments so that there may be a question as 
to the motives back of the responses. Some of the items 
asked for qualitative Judgments and it may be difficult to 
determine the intensity of the respondents attitude. Simple 
yes and no items do not yield qualitative Judgments and 
direct questions may hint at the answer desired by the in­
terviewer. The bias of the interviewer also has to be con­
sidered in a survey such as this, even though the attempt
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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waa made to keep it as objective as possible.^
The situation prevailing in the late war years and 
post war years Is another factor that undoubtedly has some 
bearing on such a study as this. The fact that little 
training was necessary to secure employment or that very 
little effort was necessary to retain a position may also 
have affected the response. With so many young men having 
to give of their time for national defense, the occupation­
al picture' was not normal.
In spite of these limitations, it is hoped that the 
following study will prove useful to school officials plan­
ning educational policy.
The curricula of the schools are based on people's 
needs and since these graduates have had varied and numer­
ous experiences in real life, their opinions may be of some 
value in planning future educational programs.
iQulnn McNemar, "Opinion— Attitude Methodology*" Psychological Bulletin. 43:289-384, July, 19^6.
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CHAPTER II 
A REVmf OP RELATED RESEARCH
Related research. In Montana. Very few studies of 
this problem have been made which would form a pattern for 
others to follow in the future, only three having been com­
pleted on Montana schools.
One of the first of these was made by Raymond Hokan- 
son on the graduates of Libby High School, Libby, Montana, 
for the years 19^6-1950» This was a five-year study of the 
graduates of Libby High School to determine whether or not 
in their opinion the curriculum had met the educational and 
vocational needs of its stjudents. Several recommendations 
made by this study were that (1) more vocational education 
should be offered; (2) four years of English should be of­
fered; (3) education for family living should be taught;
(4) speech training should be required; and (5) better study 
habits should be taught.2
A more comprehensive study T/as made by Stuart E.
Fits Chen for the Ronan High School. This survey covered a 
period of ten years in an attempt to discover how effective 
the graduates thought the curriculum had been in preparing
^Raymond Hokanson, “A Follow-up of the Graduates of Libby, Montana, High School for the Years 1946-1950" (unpub­lished Master's Thesis, The University of l^ontana, Missoula, 
1952), 27 PP.
-5-
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students for their vocations. Fltschen's study recommended 
that (1) more vocational guidance should be offered In the 
school; (2) the English courses should be revised to Include 
more practical training; (3) more time should be spent on 
teaching people how to read, write and speak and that less 
time should be spent on the diagramming of sentences and 
tearing Shakespeare apart; (4) the history courses should 
cover more current material; (5) mathematics, typing and 
business courses should be emphasized more; and (6) college 
preparatory courses should be stressed more*3
The third study In Montana dealt with the graduates 
of the Hot Springs school and was made by Earl Fisher*
This was a limited study covering five years and elghty-
1one graduates, Fisher's study was also an attempt to dis­
cover what the graduates thought of their high school prep­
aration. His study recommended that (1) more vocational 
education be provided; (2) the social studies be stressed 
more; (3) the English courses should emphasize grammar, 
spelling and composition; (4) education for family living 
be offered; (5) a guidance program be offered; and (6) the 
pupils should be given opportunities to develop responsi­
bility.'^
3stuart E. Fltschen, "A Follow-up of the Graduates of 
Libby, Montana, High School for the Years 1942-1951" (unpub­lished Master's Thesis, The University of Montana, Missoula,
1952), 73 pp.
4Earl Fisher, "A Survey of the Graduates from the Hot Springs, Montana, High School for the Years 1946-1950, Inclusive" (unpublished Master's Thesis, The University of 
Montana, Missoula, 1952), 42 pp.
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Related research in the United States in general., 
Several significant studies on the same problem have been 
completed in other parts of the country. One which should 
be of especial interest to educators as well as to a society 
which needs teachers was undertaken in the Woodrow Wilson 
High School in Washington, D.C. This survey covered 508 
graduates of 19^2 and revealed that three girls, no boys, 
entered teachers* colleges.^
Another survey was made at the Walker High School in 
Richmond, Virginia. This study covered the class of 19^5 and 
results Indicated that 3I per cent of the class were dissat­
isfied with their high school training. These people wanted 
more physics, chemistry, guidance and placement service.^ 
Amanda H, Schuetts made a follow-up study of the 
19^7 Green Bay, Wisconsin, graduates. This group expressed 
the opinion that the business course was the most valuable 
one in high school with English second. Although one-fourth 
of this group who answered the questionnaire continued on to 
college, the study indicated a need for voos.tional prepared­
ness.^
■5*'A Survey of High School Graduates of 1942, Woodrow 
Wilson High School, Washington, D.C.," The School Review, 
53:44-9, January, 1945.
^Lester V, Hill, "A Follow-up Study of 25I Graduates," 
Industrial Arts and Vocational Education, 34:355j October,1949.
7Amanda H, Schuetts and Staff, "Follow-up of Green 
Bay Students, 1947, Wisconsin," Hat ional Business Educat ion 
Quarterly, 18:26-30, October, 19^91
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Parker, Menge and Rice, at the close of the first 
five years of their twelve-year study in Michigan, stated 
that the pupils thought that they were required to learn a 
great deal of material which was a waste of time. The 
graduates believed that too much time was spent on litera­
ture and not enough on teaching the pupils to read, write 
and speak. The investigators held that mathematics was 
taught with little regard for the so-called practical needs 
of students in mathematics.^
According to the conclusions of these studies, the 
needs of a significant number of youth as seen by youth 
today are not being met by the schools.
8j, Cecil Parker, William Menge and Theodore D. Rice, 
Michigan Study of the Secondary School Curriculum, (Lansing: state Board of Education, 19^2;, P. l6o
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CHAPTER III 
SOURCES OF DATA AND IffiTHODS OP PROCEDURE
Sources of data. Antelope High School was graduating 
only about seven or eight students a year so the decision 
was made to survey a ten year period in order to make the 
study more valid. The graduates were living over a widely 
scattered area; therefore a questionnaire type of study 
appeared to be the most feasible method of gathering the 
necessary data.
Method of procedure. The questionnaire on pages 71 
to 77 was constructed after a review of related literature.9 
The two considerations which guided the progress of the study 
and the development of the questionnaire were to secure the 
maximum number of returns and to gather information that 
would be of benefit to the school. The following considera­
tions were observed in developing the questionnaire: (1)
the questionnaire was kept as short, simple and self-explan­
atory as possible; (2 ) the questionnaire could be answered 
with a minimum of effort, and (3) the questionnaire was 
accompanied by an explanatory letter and a self-addressed 
envelope. Copies of the questionnaire were then Mimeographed
^A copy of the questionnaire may be found in AppendixC.
-9-
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and the questionnaire together with the form letter on page 
70 and a self-addressed return envelope were mailed to the 
graduates.
The questionnaire was sent out a second time after 
a lapse of about four weeks to those who had not completed 
and returned the first one.
Finally, post cards were sent out as a reminder to 
those who had not answered the second questionnaire, but 
the returns were negligible so it was decided that further 
mailings would not be worthwhile.
Those who lived in the community were contacted 
through personal Interviews. Some of the questionnaires 
handled in this way were completed on the spot. For those 
who wanted more time the questionnaire was explained and 
the respondents completed the instrument at home. The per­
sonal interviews resulted in the most complete returns.
These methods resulted in a return of seventy-four 
questionnaires from the I03 graduates contacted. The infor­
mation on the questionnaires was then tabulated and organ­
ized on the following basis:
1. The location of the graduates.
2. The graduates' education and vocational prepara­
tion, desires or status.
3* The length of time graduates had been on present
10a  copy of the form letter may be found in Anoendix
B.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
- 1 1 -
jobs and any further training desired by them,
4. Courses taken in high school and college by grad­
uates and courses they wished they had taken,
5. The graduates' participation in and opinion of 
the extra-curricular program.
6. The graduates' opinion of the high school curri­
culum as a whole.
7. The opinion of the graduates of the value of 
various courses in the curriculum,
8. Services the graduates thought the school should 
supply,
9. The agencies through which the graduates obtained 
their Jobs,
10, The graduates* opinions of how effective the 
school was in various ways,
11, How effective the graduates considered the school 
in preparing them to enjoy life and to prepare for a 
vocation.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
CHAPTER IV 
PRESEITTATION OP THE FINDINGS
Number completing and returning the Questionnaires. 
The names of the graduates In this study were obtained from 
the school records and their addresses were secured from 
their friends and relatives who were living In the community. 
There were several Individuals In the community who were 
Interested In this study and contributed of their time In 
locating some of the widely scattered graduates.
One hundred three questionnaires were sent out, of 
which seventy-four were completed and returned. This was 
almost a 72 per cent return for the study. i Many of the 
questionnaires which were mailed were not completely filled 
out; this could possibly have been Improved If personal 
Interviews with all of the respondents had been possible. 
More persistent efforts could have resulted In the return 
of a few more questionnaires, especially from those Indi­
viduals living In the community. However, enough Informa­
tion was obtained from the questionnaire to present a 
composite picture of the respondents* opinions of their 
high school career.
Location of the respondents. This survey proved to 
be a very interesting undertaking from several points of
— 12—
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view. Although the respondents were scattered widely around 
the nation, as shown in Table I, page 14, twenty-six or 
almost 35 per cent were still living in or around Antelope. 
This means that 65 per cent had moved out of the community 
and indicates that the holding power of the community is 
not very great. Eleven of the graduates were in the armed 
forces and of the remaining sixty-three Montana was able to 
hold forty-eight or approximately 65 per cent. The majority 
of the graduates who moved out of Montana were living in the 
western states of North Dakota and Washington which claimed 
most of these graduates, approximately I3 per cent.
Dry land wheat farming is about the only industry in 
the area; this makes it difficult for the community to hold 
its young people.
One factor that has to be considered is that many 
of those still living in the community were the recent grad­
uates of whom some may move on to other parts of the country 
in the future. Some of those who gave their address as 
Antelope were training for professions which will eventually 
take them out of the community.
Present occupational status of respondents. Four of 
the seventy-four respondents who returned the questionnaire 
reported that they were either temporarily unemployed or out 
of work at the time this study was made, as shown in Table 
II, page 15. No reasons for being unemployed were given.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
- 1 4 -
TABLE I
PRESEÎÎT LOCATION OF RESPONDENTS
Location Respondents
Antelope 26
Montana 48
Armed forces 11
South Dakota 2
Texas 1
Minnesota 2
Oregon 1
Washington 2
Michigan 1
Indiana 1
North Dakota 4
Utah 1
Idaho 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE II
PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF RESPONDENTS
Occupation Respondents
Housewife 30
Divorced 1
Married 44
Single 29
Attending college 7
Gainfully employed full time by someone else 24
Self employed 7
Employed part time 8
Temporarily unemployed 3
In armed services 11
Unable to work 1
Nurses' training 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Fifty-three per cent of the respondenta were employed either 
full or part time; 11 per cent were continuing their educa­
tion beyond high school. Fifteen per cent were in the armed 
forces and 4l per cent were women engaged in household duties. 
There was some overlapping here as some of the wives were 
employed on a part-time basis outside the home. The table 
also shows that 59 per cent of the respondents were married. 
Only six of the fifteen who entered teaching were still 
active in that field. Some of those who had given up teach­
ing were girls who had quit to get married and the rest had 
entered other fields.
Educational status of the respondents. Of those who 
returned the questionnaire, only five had failed to grad­
uate from high school, as shown in Table III, page 17.
Seventy per cent had discontinued their education after 
graduation from high school. Thirty per cent continued 
their education in college but only 6 per cent attained the 
Bachelor's degree or higher. This may possibly indicate 
that young people are becoming more interested in continuing 
their education beyond high school and it may also indicate 
that the high schools and colleges are receiving a more 
varied population.
Colleges attended by graduates. Table 17, page 18, 
shows that most of the graduates from Antelope who continued 
on to college attended higher institutions of learning in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE III 
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF RESPONDENTS
Status Respondents
Failed to graduate from high school 5
Graduated from high school 46
One year of college1
Two years of college
8
6
Three years of college 5
Four years of college 2
Five years of college 1
Six years of college 1
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TABLE IV 
COLLSasS ATTENDED BY GRADUATES
College Graduates
Montana State University
Montana State College
Eastern Montana College of Education
Western Montana College of Education
Northern Montana College
Great Falls Commercial College
Rooky Mountain College
Dickinson State Teachers College
University of North Dakota
Concordia College
University of Wyoming
Mercy School of Nursing, Minot, North Dakota
Minneapolis School of Business
Minot State Teachers College
Washington State College
North Carolina State College
poyne Electric
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
5
6
3
2
8
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
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Montana. Twenty-six of the graduates had attended Montana
/
colleges and universities and fourteen had attended similar 
institutions outside the state. This means Montana institu­
tions of higher learning have lost approximately one-third 
of the Antelope High School graduates who have gone on to 
college. The college outside the state which claimed most 
of those who left the state to continue their education was 
Concordia. The institution with the highest representation 
of Antelope graduates was Northern Montana College at Havre, 
which had taken eight of these people. This may be accounted 
for by the fact that Northern Montana College was closer to 
Antelope than any of the other Institutions.
This study covered a period of unrest in the world
1
which may have some bearing on the foregoing figures. This 
period of unrest may also have affected the girls' attendance 
at college as well as the attendance of those boys who were 
unfit for military duty. Some of these individuals may have 
accepted highly remunerative Jobs which were a result of the 
man-power shortage rather than going on to college, while 
some of the girls may have decided to marry draft inductees 
and enlistees so they could be with them while they remained 
in the United States.
Courses taken In college by graduates. Table V, 
page 20, indicates that the most popular college course of 
the high school graduates was teaching. This field led the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE V
COURSES TAICEH III COLLEGE BY GRADUATES
Course Graduates
Secretarial 2
Reporting 1
Pre-medical 1
Forestry 2
Medical secretarial 1 1
Engineering 2
T eacfiing 15
Physical education 1
St enography 2
Nursing 2
Bookkeeping 2
Medical technology 1
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othera by quite a margin, yet, at the time of this study, 
only six of those who had trained for this profession were 
still teaching. Several of those who gave up working were 
girls who did so to be married. There were also several 
r others who gave up teaching to take more highly paid jobs. 
The remainder of the courses taken by the graduates indi­
cated quite a wide diversity of interests.
Vocations being -prepared for by the respondents.
The most significant revelation of Table VI, page 22, is 
the number of graduates, 6l per cent, who indicated that 
.they were not preparing for any vocation. Some of the 
individuals may have been content with what they were doing, 
the housewives, for instance, although they did not indicate 
this in the study. Another possibility worth considering 
is that there may be something wrong with a system which 
permits so many of its young people to go out into life 
without any apparent objective. However, this information 
may be of interest to guidance counsellors and the question 
may be worth considering in some other study of this nature.
Six people indicated that they were preparing for 
the teaching profession. The number preparing in the other 
categories mentioned in the table was small with the possi­
ble exception of farming which claimed five of the respond­
ents.
Nature of the respondents' work. Table VII, page 23,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE VI
VOCATIONS BEING PREPARED FOR BY RESPONDENTS
Vocation Respondents
None 46
Carpentry 2
Journalism 1
Farming 6
Medicine 1
Medical secretaryship 1
Forestry 1
T caching 6
Nursing 1
Railroad agent 1
Radio work 1
Accounting 1
Stenography 1
Engineering 1
Surveying 1
Medical technology 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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TABLE VII 
NATURE OF THE RESPONDENTS' ¥ORK
Occupation Respondent s
Teaching 7
Medical secretaryship 2
Medicine 1
Nursing 2
Clerical 5
Carpentry 2
Journalism 1
Mechanics 2
Foremanship 1
Typing 2
Farming 11
Telegraphy 1
Skilled labor 4
Telephone operator 2
Mail carrying 1
Stenography 1
Housekeeping 30
Was this what you had planned in Yes 22
high school? No 29
Would added training have benefited Yes 35you? No 12
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shows that 23 per cent of the respondents were engaged In
the professional occupations such as that of medicine,
nursing, teaching and medical secretaryship. This may
indicate the justification for the college entrance courses
 ̂ offered in the high school, though it may not justify the
emphasis placed upon them now in comparison to those courses
that do not prepare for college entrance. Housekeeping was
represented by 4l per cent and farming by 15 per cent of the
respondents, which may Indicate the justification for home
economics and vocational agriculture courses being offered
in high school. Clerical work, typing, and stenography were
represented by 11 per cent of the respondents. This may be
of significance in the offering of commercial courses. None
1of the respondents reported occupations in the unskilled cat­
egory, although some of those who failed to return the ques­
tionnaire may have been employed in this way. This table 
also shows that 42 per cent of the respondents indicated that 
additional training would have benefited them and that 4o 
per cent were not in occupations that they had planned to 
enter while in high school.
Length of time respondents had been in present posi­
tions. The abnormal conditions prevailing in the world at 
the time of this study may have contributed to the figures 
shown in Table VIII, page 25. Fifteen of the respondents 
had been in their present occupations three years or less. 
The longest period any of the respondents had reported as
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TABLE VIII
miBSR OF YEARS AT PRESENT JOB
Years Respondents
1 8
2 2
2
3 3
4 11
5 2
6 4
7 3
8 1
9 1
10 2
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being in their present positions was ten years and this 
included only two individuals. Of the twenty-nine respond­
ents who answered this particular question, eight had been 
in their occupations one year or less,
Additional training desired by respondents. Table IX, 
page 27, shows that five of the respondents desired more 
training in home economics and five wanted more education.
Four people indicated the desire for more bookkeeping in 
high school. If the requests for typing, shorthand, and 
bookkeeping are combined, the data show that eight people 
favored more emphasis on a commercial program in the high 
school. There was only one or two requests by the respond­
ents for such courses as advanced mathematics, music, phÿsics, 
radio, art, and mechanical drawing. The data show no con­
centrated desire on the part of the respondents for any par­
ticular coui’se. Table IX shows that the number of respond­
ents wanting any particular course was so small that a high 
school with limited enrollment may have difficulty in offer­
ing such a diversified curriculum.
Courses taken in high school by respondents. The 
traditional nature of the high school curriculum is indica­
ted by the data in Table X, page 28, Several of the courses, 
English, American history, general science and algebra were 
taken by almost all of the respondents. These courses are 
usually classed as required subjects in high school, ’-̂'he
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TABLE IX
ADDITIONAL TEAINIIIG DESIRED BY RESPONDENTS
Training Respondents
Home economics 5
Shorthand. 2
Mathematics 1
Advanced mathematics 1
More education 5
Leadership 1
Music 2
Typing 2
Physics 1
Radio 1
Trade school 1
Booklieeplng 4
On-the-job training 2
Art 1
Mechanical drawing 1
Oeometry 1
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TABLE X
COURSES TAKEN IN HIGH SCHOOL BY RESPOîIDEÎ îTS
Courses Respondents
American history 71
Montana history 48
World history 64
Civics 51
English 72
Algebra 70
Geometry 58
General mathematics 38
General science 71
Biology 36
Physics 32
Chemistry 48
Typing 62
Shorthand 10
Occupations 36
Psychology 45
Shop 28
Home economics 31
Public speaking 1
J ournaliam 2
Bookkeeping 15
Mechanical drawing 4
Economics 2
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number of individuals taking social studies courses varied 
from forty-eight people who had taken Montana history to 
seventy-one who had taken American history.
The number of people who had taken mathematics varied 
from thirty-eight who had taken general mathematics to sev­
enty who had taken algebra, General mathematics had been 
added to the curriculum in 1950» aa either an elective or a 
substitute for geometry. This may account for the smaller 
number reporting as having taken either geometry or general 
mathematics, as compared to the number who had taken algebra. 
The respondents ;;ho had taken science varied from 
thirty-two who had had physics to seventy-one who had taken
general science. General science was a required course in
1high school, whereas physics, chemistry and biology were 
electives, A combination of general science and any two of 
the other sciences was required for graduation from high 
school.
Occupations and psychology were added to the high 
school curriculum In 19^9 s-s required courses and dropped 
from the curriculum entirely in 1952. This may account for 
the lower number of students who took these courses. Book­
keeping was offered as an elective and only fifteen people 
reported that they had taken this course. Typing, which is 
offered as an elective, was taken by sixty-two of the seventy- 
four former students who responded to the questionnaire.
Home economics, which is usually a course for girls, was
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taken by thirty-one. Only one or two people were listed as 
having taken such courses as public speaking. Journalism and 
economics. The flexibility and variety of the curriculum as 
offered in Antelope High School appear to have been rather 
limited as often is the case in a small high school.
Courses respondents wished they had taken in high 
school. The data of Table XI, page 3I, reveal that twenty 
of the respondents wished that they had taken shorthand in 
high school. Including the ten people îrho had already taken 
this course, a total of thirty were interested in this field. 
If the Individuals who wished that they had taken shorthand 
are combined with those who wished they had taken typing and 
bookkeeping, the data show that twenty-nine people were 
interested in these courses.
The table shows that seven people were interested in 
the mathematics courses of geometry, advanced algebra, trig­
onometry and general mathematics.
With the number of people who were interested in the 
sciences combined, there were fifteen who wished that they 
had taken biology, physics and chemistry. Twelve people 
expressed the wish that they had taken psychology and eleven 
stated that they wished they had taken occupations.
The data show that there was so little interest shown 
by the respondents in some of these subject areas that the 
ability of the high school to offer such a diversified pro­
gram would be limited.
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table XI
COURSES RESPOITDEliTS WISHED 
THEY HAD TAKEN IK HIGH SCHOOL
Courses Respondents
Montana history 3
Civics 1
Geometry 1
General mathematics 3
Biology 5
Physics 8
Chemistry 2
Typing 5
Shorthand 1 20
Occupations 11
Psychology 12
Latin 6
Shop 8
Home economics 3
Boolciceeplng 4
Art 1
Marriage 1
Advanced algebra 2
Mechanical drawing 1
Economics 1
Trigonometry 1
Vocational agriculture 1
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Value of the extra-curr1cular activities to the re­
spondents. Table XII, page 33, shows that the respondents 
did not have a tendency to go to extremes on their evalua­
tion of the extra-curricular activities. The opinions of 
the respondents tended to be rather conservative on this 
question. Forty-two of the respondents had participated In 
basketball, but eight of these people considered It of no 
value to them in their life after graduation from high school. 
Seventeen of the respondents considered basketball as having 
been of some value to them and thirteen regarded it as hav­
ing had a great deal of value.
A similar parallel can be made of the contrast In the 
respondents' opinions of baseball. Fifteen considered base- 
ball to have been of some value to them after graduation 
from high school and three regarded It as having been of no 
value. Twenty-one of the respondents considered having 
worked on the high school paper as having been of some value 
to them after graduation from high school and two regarded 
it as having been of no value. Twelve thought it had been 
of great value to them. Similar contrasts of the respond­
ents' opinions can be made of the value they placed upon 
drama, class officer. Girls' Athletic Association, and Boy 
Scouts. It may be worth noting the small number who regis­
tered any opinion on the value of band, glee club, piano, 
servicemen's paper, librarian and dancing. Two people con­
sidered participation on the servicemen's paper as having
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ta bl e XII
HOW HELPFUL PARTICIPATION IN EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES WAS 
TO INDIVIDUALS SINCE GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL
Activity Great deal Some Little None
Basketball 13 17 4 8
Football k 11 2 3
Baseball 2 15 3 3
Track 4 7 6 1
Drama 9 23 7 7
Class officer 4 22 6 6
Student council 7 1 1
Cheerleader 1 2 1 4
Girls' Athletic Association 4 11 5 4
Boy Scouts 6 11 2 1
School paper 12 21 7 2
School annual 3 9 1 1
Band 2 5 4 1
Glee club 3 6 2 1
Plano 1
Servicemen's paper 2
Librarian 1
Dancing 1
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Respondents* opinions of the high school curriculum. 
Table XIII shows that twenty-two of the respondents indicated 
that English was the subject that they liked least in high 
school and fifteen of the former students stated that they 
liked American history least of their school courses. Some 
of the more frequent reasons the respondents gave for liking 
history the least with the number giving the reasons were:
(1) the material was outdated 8 , (2) could not understand 
it 1 . (3) didn't like the way it was taught 4 , and (4) 
too much memorizing of dates 3 . Fifteen of the respondents 
gave no reason.
Some of the more frequent reasons the respondents gave 
for ll]£ing English the least with the number giving the 
reasons were: (1) hard to understand 3 . (2) poor English
baclcground from grade school 3 » (3) should be more emphasis 
on speaking 1 , and (4) not functional 3 . Twenty gave no 
reason for disliking English.
Fifteen per cent of the respondents stated that they 
liked English the most and fourteen per cent stated that 
they liked American history the most.
Some of the reasons the respondents gave for liking 
history the most with the number of Individuals giving the 
reasons were : (1) fascinating 1 , (2) baclcground for 
future 2 . and (3) interested in other times 3 . Sixteen 
gave no reason for liking it.
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t a b l e XIII
CURRICUUJM EVALUATION 
RESPONDENTS' OPINION OF HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Course Liked Most Liked Least
American history 10 15
English 11 22
Psychology 11
Bookkeeping 3 1
Typing 6 1
Shop 3
Mathematics 6 7
General science 4 1
Physics 2 2
Montana history 1
Algebra 6 10
Geometry 8 2
Chemistry 8
Home economics 3 1
Business 1
Economics 1
Spanish 1
Occupations 2
Mechanical drawing 1
Shorthand 1
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Some of the reasons the respondents gave for liking 
English the most with the number of individuals giving the 
reasons were: (1) necessary in everyday life 3 . (2) like
to read 2 . a.nd (3) interesting 3 . Eleven gave no reason 
for liking it.
Ten of the respondents stated that they liked algebra 
least of the subjects that they had taken in high school.
Six of the respondents stated that algebra was the subject 
that they liked most in high school. Chemistry was disliked 
by eight of the former students; none considered it the sub­
ject he liked the most.
Six of the respondents stated that they liked typing 
the most of the subjects that they had taken in high school. 
The rest of1 the indications are relatively low and may not 
be of much value for further consideration.
Courses the respondents thought helped most in mak­
ing a living. Table XIV, page 37, shows that fifteen of 
the respondents stated that history was of least value to 
them in making a living. This may indicate a narrow view­
point on the part of the former students as to the purposes 
of education. Two people stated that history had helped 
them the most in making a living. Seventeen people consid­
ered mathematics as having been of most value to them in 
making a living and twelve stated that typing had been of 
most value to them. This may indicate that the former 
students had more appreciation of the immediate values of
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table XIV
CBBBICULUM EVALUATION 
COURSES TAKEN IN HIGH SCHOOL 
milCH HELPED IN FJIKING A LIVING
Course Helped Most Helped Least
English 11 6
History 2 15
Matheinat ics 17 3
Typing 12
Bookkeeping 7 2
Geometry 1 9
Occupations 1 5
Science 4 5
Algebra 10
Chemistry 4
Physics 3
Economics 2
Shop 3
Drama 1
Shorthand 3
Home economics 2
All 2
None 3
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those subjects in making a living. Only three stated that 
mathematics i-;as of least importance to them and none re­
garded typing as being of no value. Ten of the respondents 
indicated that algebra was of no value to them in making a 
living and nine stated that geometry was of no value to 
them. One respondent stated that geometry had helped him 
the most in making a living but none thought algebra was 
important.
The inconsistency of the responses given to this 
question in regard to mathematics and algebra may be worth 
noting. These figures could be due to a mlsinteTOretation 
of the question or to an inconsistency in the questionnaire 
itself.
Chemistry, physics and economics were cohsidered by 
four, three and two people respectively as having helped the 
lea.st in making a living. Low as these figures are it may 
indicate that the respondents were not aware of the purposes 
of general education.
Courses that were of value in getting along with 
people. Twenty-one of the respondents stated in Table XV, 
page 39, that psychology was of most value to them in get­
ting along with people. Psychology had been offered in the 
high school for only five years of the period covered by 
this study, so this figure may have been different if the 
course had been offered for the full time of the survey. 
Thirteen of the respondents considered English as having
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table XV
CURRICULUM EVALUATION 
COURSES TAKEN IN HIG-H SCHOOL 
THAT îtTERE OF VALUE IN GETTING ALONG I'flTH PEOPLE
Course Most Value Least Value
Civics 2 1
English 13 2
Psychology 21
Science 2 7
Sports 6
Bookkeeping 1
Mathematles 1 7
Drama 2
Chemistry 4 ^
History 3
Geometry 3
Algebra 4
Economics 1
Shorthand 1
Typing 1
Shop 2
Public spea-king , 2
J ournaliam 1
Occupâtiona 1
None 4
All 1
Ext ra-curricular 1
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been of most value to them in getting along with people and
only two students regarded it as having been of least value
to them. Science and mathematics were each considered by 
seven people to have been of least value to them in getting 
along with people. Six people may have recognized the value 
of sports in teaching them to get along with people since
they considered this activity as having been of most value
to them in human relationships.
Two people considered civics as having been of most 
value to them in getting along with people and one person 
regarded it as having been of least value. This may indi­
cate that the respondents lacked an appreciation of the 
value of training in citizenship and civic responsibility.
Courses r;hich were of value in en.1 oying life. Table 
XVI, page 41, shows that thirteen people considered English 
as being of most value to them in enjoying life. Four 
people regarded it as being of least value to them for this 
purpose. Music, sports, and psychology were considered by 
two, eleven, and seven, respectively, of the respondents as 
having been of most value to them in enjoying life; none of 
the former students thought these were of least value.
Chemistry, geometry, algebra, and economics were not 
considered by any of the respondents as being of most value 
in enjoying life. Three, five, three,and one respondents, 
respectively, indicated that these subjects were of least 
value to them.
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TABLE XVI
CURRICULUl^ EVALUATION 
COURSES TAKEN IN HIG-H SCHOOL 
m i  OH V/ERE OF VALUE IN ENJOYING LIFE
Course Most Value Least Value
English 13 4
History 4 2
Music 2
Sports 11
Psychology 7
Typing 1 1
Drama 1
Mathematics 2 5
Physics 1
Science 2 4
Chemistry 3
Geometry 5
Algebra 3
Economics 1
Home economics 4 1
Occupations 3
None 2
All 2 1
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
-43-
table XVII
CURRICULUM EVALUATION 
COURSES RESPONDENTS THOUGHT 
SHOULD BE E1ÎPHASIZED MORE IN HIGH SCHOOL
Course Respondents
English 25
Shop 7
Typing 8
Physios 3
Occupations 13
Civics 4
Music 1
History 16
Psychology 1 12
Shorthand, 5
Hone economics 14
Montana history 2
Government 2
Science 8
Booklceeping 4
Chemistry 3
Mathematles 20
Public speaking 1
Vocational training 1
Art 1
All 1
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TABLE XVIII
CURRICULÜM EVALUATION 
COURSES RESPONDENTS THOUCHÎT SHOULD BE EI-ÎPHASI2ED LESS
Course Respondents
Algebra 12
History 17
Literature 2
Shorthand 2
Athletics 2
Oeometry 10
English , «
Latin 3
Ancient history 4
Chemistry 2
Physics 4
Mathematics 6
Typing 2
Science 5
None 10
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and geometry would also be worth further consideration.
Twelve indicated that algebra should be given less emphasis 
and ten stated that geometry should receive less emphasis.
It may be worth further effort to determine the utility of 
these courses to the student. Six people stated that math­
ematics and English should receive less emphasis.
Only two people stated that typing should receive 
less emphs-sis, which may indicate that the students were 
better able to determine the immediate utility of this sub­
ject.
It may also be worth noting that only two people 
thought that chemistry should receive less emphasis. Ten 
people stated that none of the courses should be given less 
emphasis.
Courses that should be éliminâted from the curricu­
lum. Seventeen people indicated, as shown in Table XVIII, 
page Wl-, that history should receive less emphasis, but 
only three people (Table XIX, page 46) stated that it should 
be eliminated from the curriculum. Thirteen people stated 
that algebra should be eliminated from the curriculum and 
twelve stated that geometry should be discontinued. The 
respondents tended to be rather conservative in their opinions 
as to what courses should be eliminated from the curriculum, 
except for the number of people who thought algebra and 
geometry should be discontinued. The growth of the high 
school curriculum has been a process of gradual additions
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TABLE XIX
CÜRHICULUIÆ EVALUATION 
COURSES RESPONDENTS THOUGHT SHOULD BE ELH4INATED
Course Respondents
Mathematics 2
Psychology 1
Lat 111 2
Algebra 13
History 3
Ancient history 1
Geometry 12
Physics 2
Literature 1
None 17
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but very few eliminations. This may be an indication of 
the influence of tradition on the high school curriculum. 
Mathematics, Latin and physics were considered by two people 
each as courses which should be eliminated from the high 
school program. Seventeen people thought that none of the 
high school subjects should be discontinued.
Courses that should be taught with a change in con­
tent. Table XX, page 48, shows that thirteen of the re­
spondents indicated that history should be taught with a 
change in content and eleven felt that English should be 
taught differently. These figures may indicate that the 
respondents felt that they were not receiving what they 
thought they should be receiving from these courses. In 
view of the number of people who thought that the content 
in history and English should be changed, this question may 
be worth further consideration.
One of the more pertinent comments made in regard to 
the teaching of history was that too much memorization of 
names and dates was required. The most frequent comment 
made in regard to the teaching of English was that it should 
be made more practical by teaching the students to read, 
wite, and speak more effectively, and that less time should 
be spent on grammar and the diagramming of sentences.
Courses Ĵ n which teaching methods should be different. 
Table XXI, page 4$, shows that twelve people felt the teach-
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TABLE XX
CüRRICULCJî'I EVALUATION 
COURSES RESPONDENTS IITDICATED 
SHOULD BE TAUG-HT WITH CHANGE IN CONTENT
Course Respondents
English 11
History 12
World history 2
Physics* 1
Shop 1
Home economics ^ 3
Psychology 3
Science 2
Economics 2
Physical education 2
Mathematles 1
None 3
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TABLE XXI
CUmiCULuî'I EVALUATION 
COURSES IN miCH RESPONDENTS 
FELT TEACHING METHODS SHOULD BE DIFFERAIT
Course Respondents
wrm r"imi# # & f-iJvr Wh-Arm-r
Home economics 3
History 5
English 1 12
Shop 1
Physics 1
Chemistry 2
Science 3
Civics 1
All courses 6
None 3
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Ing methods in regard to English should be different. Some 
of the recommendations the respondents made with the number 
of people making them were: (1 ) have more projects 7 . (2 )
learn by application 7 . (3 ) more interesting 4 . (4) more
class discussion 3 , (5 ) have capable instructors 2 . and
(6 ) shouldn’t stress grades so much 1 . These figures may 
indicate an awareness on the part of the students as to the 
effectiveness of the teaching methods of the teachers.
A need for change in the methods of teaching history 
was indicated by five people. Three of the more frequent 
comments made in regard to the teaching of this subject were: 
(1 ) more interesting 3 i (2 ) more class discussion 4 , and
(3 ) have more projects 2 .
Three people stated that home economibs and science 
should bè taught with a change in method. Six people stated 
that the methodology in all courses should be changed.
Courses that respondents thought should be offered 
In high school. Safety education and drivers’ training 
were the principal choices of courses that the respondents 
thought should be offered in high school. Table XXII, page 
5 1, shows that fifty-eight people thought that the school 
should provide training in this field. These figures may 
indicate that the public is becoming more aware of the 
responsibilities of automobile drivers.
Thirty people indicated that the school should pro­
vide a course in marriage relationships. This opinion may
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TABLE XXII
CüRHICULUI^ EVALUATION 
SUBJECTS RESPONDENTS THOUGHT SHOULD BE OFFERED 
THAT IfSRE NOT OFFERED miLE THEY WERE IN HIGH SCHOOL
Subject Respondents
Consumer eduos.tion 22
Marriage 30
Conservation 23
Safety education and driver training
General mathematics 10
Vocational training 6
Debating 3
Home economics 1
Mechanical drawing 1
Shorthand 4
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
—^2—
suggest ths.t the respondents did not feel that family life 
had met the standards that the respondents had expected.
Twenty-three of the respondents stated that the 
school should offer a course in conservation education and 
twenty-two indicated that the school should provide train­
ing in consumer education. Shorthand and debating were 
asked for by three and four people, respectively. The table 
also shows that only one person want ed home economics and 
that only one wanted mechanical drawing.
Services that the high school should provide. Table 
XXIII, page 53» shows that quite a number of the respondents 
were in favor of the high school providing vocational guid­
ance. Sixty-five of those who answered the questionnaire 
thought that the school should provide this service, and 
only one person stated the school should not offer this 
course. Since the respondents were asked specifically 
whether or not the school should provide this service, the 
wording of the question itself may have influenced their 
answers.
Forty-tliree people stated that the school should 
offer adult classes and sixteen people thought the school 
should provide night school. However, twenty-three people 
felt that the school should not provide night school, and 
there is a possibility of a misinterpretation of the ques­
tion here. These people may have had in mind night school 
for high school students. Only three people thought that
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TABLE XXIII
SERVICES THE RESPOHDENTS INDICATED 
THE HIGH SCHOOL SHOULD PROVIDE
Service Yes No
Vocational guidance 65 1
On-the-job training 4l 10
Night school 16 23
Adult classes ^3 8
Stricter discipline 3
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the school should provide stricter discipline.
How much school helped in various activities. Table 
XXIV, page 55, shows that the respondents tended to be 
rather conservative in their estimates of how much the high 
school had helped them in various activities. The former 
students were asked to indicate a "great deal", "some", 
"little" or "uncertain" as to how much the school had helped 
them. Thirty-three respondents indicated that the school 
had helped them a great deal in thinking through a problem 
and five indicated that they were uncertain or thought the 
school had been of little help. In the wise use of money 
only two people indicated that the school had been a great 
deal of help while twenty-nine stated tha-j: it had been of 
little help. Twenty-eight people stated that the school 
had been of some help in teaching the wise use of spare time 
while twenty-six stated that the school had been of little 
help in this field. In the area of teaching of health, for­
ty people stated that the school had been of some help and 
three people were uncertain. Forty-one people stated that 
the school had been of a great deal of help learning the 
correct use of English. Thirty-three people felt that the 
school had been of little help in the teaching of marriage.
The responsibilities of the modern school have in­
creased considerably over those of earlier schools. The 
public appears to have enough confidence in the schools to 
want to give the schools still more responsibilities.
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table XXIV
HOW HUGH RSSPOl'IDEHTS THOUGHT SCHOOL 
HELPED THEM IN VARIOUS ACTIVITIES
Activity Great
Deal
Some Little Uncertain
Thinking through a problem 33 30 5 5
Conducting own business 15 34 15 7
Wise use of money 2 26 29 13
Wise use of spare time 8 28 26 8
Health 11 4o 13
115
3
Finding a job 21 23 8
Using good English 41 29 1 1
Reading widely and well 23 35 8 2
Getting along with others 27 31 5 5
Taking part in civic affairs 1? 36 16 1
Marriage 6 13 33 11
Preparing for further 
education
28 30 6 4
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CHAPTER V
SUIC-IARY, FINDINGS AND RECOI-C-IENDATIONS
Re-statement of the problem. The purpose of this 
study VÎB.3 to contact as many as possible of the graduates 
of Antelope High School for the years 19^^1953> inclusive, 
in order to determine how effective in their opinion the 
school had been in.preparing them to meet the needs and 
demands of society. This study attempted to find out dir­
ectly from the students who have graduated from Antelope 
High School what their opinion was regarding the value of 
their educational experiences while in high school in order 
to suggest possibilities for curriculum revision. ^
Procedure. Questionnaires were sent to I03 grad­
uates of Antelope High School for the years 1944-1953* 
inclusive. A copy of the questionnaire may be found in 
Appendix 0. The results of this study are based upon the 
returns of the questionnaire sent to the graduates of Ante­
lope High School for the ten-year period 1944-1953»
A. Status of the respondents at the time of the 
survey. Twenty-six of the respondents were living in and 
around Antelope and forty-eight were living in Montana. 
Eleven of the respondents were in military service, seven 
were attending college and thirty of the girls were house-
—56—
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v;ives. Twenty-four people were employed full time by some­
one else, seven were self-employed, eight were employed part 
time, three were temporarily unemployed and one was unable 
to work. Eleven of these people were in farming s.nd one was 
a mail carrier. The number of respondents in occupations 
requiring more formal training included seven in teaching and 
five in clerical work.
B. Additional education taken by the respondents.
Five of the respondents had failed to graduate from high 
school. Twenty-three had gone to college and of these 
twenty-three, fifteen had taken teachers' training. The 
respondents had attended fifteen colleges and universities 
and three other schools of various types. Forty-six of the 
respondents stated that they were not preparing themselves 
for any vocation and twenty-nine xirere not doing what they 
had planned to do while in high school. Forty-six of the 
respondents had discontinued their education after gradua­
tion from high school.
C. Courses taken and activities participated in by 
the respondents in high school. The traditional nature of 
the curriculum in Antelope High School is shown by the num­
ber of students who took the courses that are generally con­
sidered required for graduation from high school. The 
number of people who took history varied from forty-eight 
who took Montana history to seventy-one who took American 
history. English was taken by seventy-two of the former
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stucLents and history was taken by seventy-one. The number 
of students who took the mathematics courses ranged from 
thirty-eight who had taken general mathematics to seventy 
who had taken algebra. The laboratory sciences, biology, 
physics, and chemistry, were taken by thirty-six, thirty- 
two and forty-eight people, respectively. Typing, which is 
considered an elective, was taken by sixty-two people.
The restricted choices of the respondents was shown 
by the comparâtively small number of individuals taking the 
elective courses.
The restricted nature of the high school program was 
shown by the small number of people v/ho took such courses 
as public speaking —  one person, journalism —  two people, 
economics —  two people, mechanical di’awlng —  four people, 
and shorthand —  ten people.
The school paper and the school plays were the most 
popular extra-curricular activities of Antelope High School 
students. Fifty-two people had worked on the school paper 
and fifty-one people had participated in school plays.
The third most popular extra-curricular activity was 
athletics. Forty-five people took part in basketball, 
twenty-three took part in football, twenty-five took part 
in baseball, and twenty-seven girls took part in the G-lrls' 
Athletic Association, Fourteen of the respondents took 
part in chorus and fourteen took part in glee club.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
-59-
D. Additiona-1 -préparâtion respondents wished that 
they Jtod had In high school. Twenty of the respondents 
stated that they would like to have taken shorthand in high 
school. Five people wished they had taken typing and four 
wished they had taken booklieeping. Seven people indicated 
that they would like to have had additional training in the 
area of mathematics. In the laboratory sciences eight 
people wished that they had taken physics in high school, 
five people wished that they had talcen biology and two 
people wished that they had taken chemistry. Three people 
wished that they had taken Montana history. Twelve people 
stated that they would like to have taken psychology in high 
school and eleven stated that they would like to have taken 
occupations. More training in Latin was desired by six 
individuals and more shop training by eight people. Addi­
tional training in art, marriage, economics and vocational 
agriculture was desired by one person for each of these 
subjects.
E. Additional training respondents wished they could 
take to benefit them in their present occupâtions. The 
number of people who stated that they wished they could take 
additional training to benefit them in their present occupa­
tions was comparatively small. Five people indicated a 
need for additional training in home economics and five 
people Indicated a desire for more education. Three people 
stated that they would like to have more training in
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mathematics. In the field of business education, four people 
wished they had more training in bookkeeping, two people
wished they had more shorthand and two people wished they had
more typing. Additional training in music, art and mech­
anical drawing was desired by two, one, and one people respect­
ively, Two people wanted on-the-job training and one person
indicated a need for more training in leadership,
F, Respondents* opinions of the high school curricu­
lum. Fifteen of the respondents stated that history helped 
them the least in making a living, ten stated that algebra 
helped them the least, nine stated that geometry helped them 
the least and six stated that English helped them the least. 
Seventeen of the respondents stated that mathematics helped 
them the most in making a living, twelve stated that typing 
helped them the most, eleven stated that English helped them 
the most, and seven thought that bookkeeping helped them the 
most. None of the respondents thought that algebra, chem­
istry, physics or economics helped them in making a living.
Twenty-one of the respondents thought psychology was 
of most value to them in getting along with people and thir­
teen thought that English was of most value. Seven people 
each thought that science and mathematics were of least value 
to them in getting along with people. Thirteen people thought 
that English had been of most value to them in enjoying life 
and eleven thought that sports had been of most value to 
them. Five people thought that mathematics and five people
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thought that geometry had been of least value to them in en­
joying life.
Twenty-five of the respondents stated that English 
should be emphasized more in high school and six people 
stated that it should be emphasized less. Twenty people 
stated that mathematics should be emphasized more in school 
and six people thought that it should be emphasized less. 
History should have received more emphasis in high school 
according to sixteen people and should have received less 
emphasis according to seventeen people. Fourteen people 
thought that home economics should have been emphasized more 
and thirteen thought that occupations should have been em­
phasized more. Additional emphasis on typing in high school 
was indicated by eight pedple.
Twelve of the respondents stated that geometry should 
be eliminated from the high school curriculum and thirteen 
stated that algebra should be eliminated from the curriculum. 
Fourteen people indicated that the history courses 
should be taught with a change in content and eleven people 
indicated that the English courses should be taught with a 
change in content.
Twelve of the respondents stated that the teaching 
methods in English should be different and five stated tha.t 
the teaching methods in history should be different. Six 
people stated that the teaching methods in all courses 
should be different.
Fifty-eight people expressed the opinion that the
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high school should provide safety education and driver 
training. Thirty people stated that the school should offer 
a course in marriage. Twenty-three people thought that the 
school should provide conservation education and twenty-two 
thought that the school should provide consumer education.
Sixty-five of the respondents stated that the high 
school curriculum should be expanded to provide vocational 
guidance and forty-one thought that the school should 
provide on-the-job training,
RECOl-Ĉ EHDATIONS
The data compiled from the questionnaire indicate 
that the recommendations of the respondents should receive 
some consideration in the evaluation^of the curriculum to 
make it more effective in training the students of Antelope 
High School to meet the needs of society.
1. The English courses should be revised to include 
more practical training in reading, wit ing and 
speaking.
2. In the commercial department, typing, shorthand, 
and booldceaping, should receive more emphasis.
3 . Presentation of the history courses should be im­
proved by increased emphasis on current affairs.
4. Provision should be made for training in home- 
making.
5 . The possibility of making algebra and geometry 
elective courses should be considered.
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6 . Safety education and driver training should be 
offered by the high school.
7. A course in consumer education should be provided.
8 . A course in conservation education should be 
offered by the school.
9. The school should provide vocational guidance.
10. Adult classes should be provided by the school.
11. The college preparatory course should be continued.
12. The school should offer on-the-job training.
1 3. Better guidance procedures should be provided so 
that students could make a better adjustment to 
high school in order to receive greater benefit 
from their school experiences.
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APPENDIX A
TABLE XXV
SOURCES VnilCH RESPONDENTS INDICATED 
HELPED MOST IN SELECTING AN OCCUPATION
Sources Respondents
Teachers 16
Parents 23
Friends 12
Principal or superintendent 7
Uork eirperience 23
Newspaper advertisement
1Employment office
1
1
No help received 
School subject
12
Typing 3
Geometry 1
Home economics 1
Bookkeeping 2
Occupations 1
Shorthand 2
Vocational training 2
— 66—
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table XXVI
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
PARTICIPATED IN BY RESPONDENTS
Activities Respondents
Basketball ^5
Football 23
Baseball 23
Track 19
Drama 51
Class officer 47
Student council 9
Cheerleader ^ 10
Girls' Athletic Association 27
Boy Scouts 21
School paper 52
School annual 19
Band 14
Glee club 14
Piano 2
Servicemen's paper 2
Chorus 1
Librarian 1
Softball 1
Dancing 1
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TABLE XXVII 
TYPES OF EIIPLOYEHS OF RESPOÎÎDEMTS
Employer Respondents
Farmer 5
Power company 1
United Statea Air Force 1
Service station 1
Railroad company 1 3
Telephone company 1
Federal government 3
School district i v
Finance company 1
Carpenter 2
Doctor 1
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TABLE rCVIIÏ 
SPECIFIC DUTIES OF RESPOI'IDENTS
Duties Respondents
Parn labor 5
Bookkeeping-typing 3
Typing 4
Servicing cars 1
Telegraph operator 1
Sorting and carrying mail 11
Keeping house - cooking 1
Teaching 4
Answering phone 1
Piling 1
Piloting plane 1
General work in railroad station 2
Laboratory work 1
Harried women who are working 12
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APPEIIDIX B 
LETTER ACCOÎLPAI'IYIÎIG- QUEST 101INAIRE
Antelope, Montana 
___________ (dat e)
Hr.
Dear
The faculty of Antelope High School is interested in 
a survey of our high school curriculum to determine its 
effectiveness in preparing students for life. This is a 
big job and ue would like you to help us by filling out 
the accompanying questionnaire.
Ue realize that the present program has its short­
comings so WG are asking you, the people who count, to 
help us identify these weaknesses. You are aware of the 
fact that we have only a small high school and consequent­
ly only a small staff, so the work of the staff has to be 
as productive as possible for the students to get the 
greatest possible benefit from their education. Perhaps 
some courses should be eliminated, others added, or some 
emphasized more to improve the program,
Ue realize that you are a busy person, but hope that 
you will take a few minutes to fill out the questionnaire 
frankly and carefully, and to return it to us as soon as 
possible in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.
All information will be held strictly confidential.
Very truly yours
Fred Buchliolz
-70-
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
APPEÎÎDIX C
A FOLLÛ';-UP OF TH3 OHADUATES
OF AOTELÛPS HIOH SCHOOL, 19^^1953
1.  _______Hane Date
2 .   _________________
Present Address
3. Year graduated  Age trfien graduated^
4. Married_______ Single________ Divorced______ Widowed^
5. Check the one which best describes your present status: 
  1. Attending college
  2. Gainfully employed part time (by someone else)
  3» Gainfully employed full time (by someone else)
  4. Self employed
  5» Housewife
  6. In the Armed Services
  7 . Temporarily unemployed
  8. Unable to work
  9. Other (please describe)__________________
6. School or college attended since graduation from high 
school:
Marne of School Work prepar- Date Date Diploma or
ing for entered left degrees
-71-
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7. Circle the number of years (of three quarters each) you 
have attended college?
0 1 2 3 if' 5 6 7  or more
8 . For what vocation are you now preparing yourself?
9, If working
a. What is the nature of your work? (professional, 
clerical, etc. )_______________ _______________
b. What are the specific duties? (wrapping packages,
etc.___________________________________ _________
c« What is the type of employer? (grocery owner, etc.)
d. How long have you been in your present position? 
(years, months )_______________________________
e. Was this what you had planned for in high school?
Yes ITo
10. Would more training benefit you in your present job?
Yea No    Don't Imow__________ What
kind of training should you have? (be specific)
1 1. High school courses. Check if you
Took Wish you If you wish you had 
had taken taken the course, 
indicate why
American history ____ ________  _________________
Montana history ____ ________  ________________
World history ____ ________  _________________
Civics
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Tool-c Wish you If you wish you had 
had taken taken the course, 
indicate why
English
Algebra
Geometry
General math
General science
Biology
Physics
Chemistry
Typing
Shorthand
Occupâtions
Psychology^
Latin
Shop
Home economics 
Others
12. Check below those How helpful has participation in
extra-curricular these activities been to you since
activities you you left high school?
took oart in
_3asketball 
_Football 
_Baseball 
JT rack 
Dramatics
Great deal Some Little Hone
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
- ?4-
Great deal Some Little None
_Class o f f i c e r __________________________________
_Student council _________________________
Cheer leader _________________________
jG r , A ,  A »________________________________________________
_ S c o u t s ________________________
_School p a p e r ________________________
_School annual ________________________
Others :
13. Which high school subject did you like most?_ 
Why?  ___ _ ____________________________
14. Which high school subject did you like least?_ 
Why?______________________________________
15. Which subject or subjects helped you most in:
a. llaklng a living__________________________
b. Getting along with people_
c. Enjoying life
1 6. Which subject or subjects were of least value in:
a. Making a living____________________________
b. Getting along with people_
c. Enj oying life _____
1 7. In your opinion, on what subjects should there be more
empha sis ?___ _________________________________________
1 8 . In your opinion, which subjects should be emphasized
less?_________________________________________________
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19. yiiat. If any, subjects should be eliminated from the 
curriculum?____________________________________________
20. In t-7hat subjects do you feel changes should be made in 
content?
b . __________________________________________________
c, __________________________________________________
Explain_______________________________________________
21. In which subjects do you feel methods of teaching should 
be different?
Exolain
22. 1/hat kinds of subjects should be offered that were not 
offered while you were in school?
Consumer education_________ _____
I-Iarriage _____
Conservation______________ ____
Safety and driver education _____
General mathematics _____
Others (name) _____
23. Which of the following heljDed you most in selecting an 
occupation?
 a. Teachers
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h, 'Ps.rontB
c. Friends
d. Principal or superintendent
e. 1/orlc experiences
_f, A school subject (nsne)____
_g. Nex/spap er advert is Ing 
_h. Employment office 
1. No helD received
24. In your opinion should the high school provide:
Vocational guidance Yes__ No___
On-the-job training_________ Yes__ No___
Night school________________ Yes__  No_
Adult classes Yes No
List any other suggestions you nay have for improving 
the high school._____________________________________
25, How much did school help you in regsjrd to each of the
following?
A great Some Little or Uncertain 
deal none
Thinking through a 
problem
Conducting your own 
business affairs
Uise use of money
Uise use of spare 
t Ime
Health
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A great Some Little or Uncertain 
deal none
Finding a job
Using good English
Reading widely and 
%/ell
Getting along with 
others
Talcing part in 
civic affairs
Marriage
Preparing for fur­
ther education
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